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Aerion Appoints Tom Vice as President and COO
Reno, NV March 7, 2018 Aerion, the leader in supersonic flight, has named Tom Vice,
the former president of Northrop Grumman’s Aerospace Systems sector, as Aerion’s
President and Chief Operating Officer. He will play a leading role in the development of the
company’s AS2 supersonic business jet.
As the program accelerates, it is adding management and engineering expertise in order
to achieve first flight in 2023 and aircraft certification in 2025.
“We are immensely pleased to attract someone of Tom’s accomplishments and experience.
He is a visionary and inspiring leader, with relentless discipline and long-term focus,” said
Aerion Executive Chairman and CEO Brian Barents, to whom Vice will report. “He
strengthens our impressive team as we transition from a focus on advanced design to a
program development and production orientation.”
“This appointment is further evidence that Aerion is gathering momentum and attracting
the industry’s top talent,” noted Aerion Chairman Robert Bass. Aerion last month
announced that former Gulfstream President Bryan Moss had joined the Aerion board of
directors.
Vice will be responsible for all aspects of Aerion’s AS2 design, development, certification,
and customer delivery.
As head of Northrop Grumman’s Aerospace Systems, Vice (55) oversaw an $11 billion global
advanced technology business with 23,000 employees. That organization is a pioneer in
space-based observatories, satellites, fully-autonomous intelligent systems, combat
aircraft, high-powered lasers, and microelectronics. Vice retired from that position in 2017.
Prior to becoming president of Aerospace Systems, Vice was president of Northrop
Grumman’s Technical Services sector, a leader in integrated logistics and modernization,
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defense and government services, and training solutions, with more than 19,500
employees in 300 locations in all 50 states and 29 countries.
Vice joined Northrop Grumman in 1986 as an engineer on the B-2 stealth bomber. With
30 years at the aerospace company, he has led nearly every aspect of the business:
engineering, program management, advanced programs and technology, manufacturing
and operations, supply chain management, business development, and information
technology.
Vice earned a bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering from the University of Southern
California. He serves on the board of the Smithsonian National Air & Space Museum, the
board of trustees of the Florida Institute of Technology, the board of councilors for USC’s
Viterbi School of Engineering, the board of advisors for Purdue University’s School of
Astronautics and Aeronautics, and previously served on the board of governors for the
USO.
He is the recipient of the 2016 Daniel J. Epstein Engineering Management Award from USC’s
Viterbi School of Engineering.

***

About Aerion
Aerion is pioneering a new generation of efficient supersonic aircraft aimed at
revolutionizing flight and giving travelers back the most precious commodity of all—time. It
is developing the Mach 1.4 AS2 supersonic business jet. This 12-passenger j et will save
travelers as much as three hours across the Atlantic and five hours across the Pacific. It is as
much as 60 percent faster than today’s civil jets. The AS2 will redefine the passenger
experience, providing a new level of luxurious, connected, productive and serene flight at
1,000 mph. Aerion plans to fly the AS2 in 2023, with certification in 2025.
Contact:
Jeff Miller
VP, Marketing and Communications Aerion Corporation
jeffmiller@aerioncorp.com
+1-817-291-2234
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